
2/7/2020 Massive wind turbine blades are piling up in landfills because there’s no way to recycle, report finds

https://www.bizpacreview.com/2020/02/06/massive-wind-turbine-blades-are-piling-up-in-landfills-because-theres-no-way-to-recycle-report-finds-883828 1/11

Massive wind turbine blades are piling up in
land�lls because there’s no way to recycle,
report �nds
February 6, 2020 |  Vivek Saxena (https://www.bizpacreview.com/author/vivek-saxena) |

(White House Flickr + Discovery UK video screenshot)

Whenever President Donald Trump criticizes wind energy, left-wing elites mock him for

allegedly being an “uneducated’ simpleton.

Yet new �ndings by Bloomberg suggest that the real simpletons are those too thick-

skulled and arrogant to at least consider his points, for it turns out that wind energy

produces a lot more waste than initially expected.

“A wind turbine’s blades can be longer than a Boeing 747 wing, so at the end of their

lifespan they can’t just be hauled away,” the outlet 

reported (https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2020-02-05/wind-turbine-blades-

can-t-be-recycled-so-they-re-piling-up-in-land�lls)

Wednesday.
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What happens, therefore, is that the blades are instead forwarded to a land�ll, where

they then proceed to become 

environmentally unfriendly trash (https://www.bizpacreview.com/2019/06/05/london-

anti-trump-protesters-leave-streets-littered-with-trash-and-signs-these-are-climate-

crusaders-761786)

.

“Tens of thousands of aging blades are coming down from steel towers around the

world and most have nowhere to go but land�lls,” Bloomberg noted.

“In the U.S. alone, about 8,000 will be removed in each of the next four years. Europe,

which has been dealing with the problem longer, has about 3,800 coming down

annually through at least 2022.”

As the lifetime of wind turbine blades come to an end, there is no way to

recycle them, left forever in land�ll sites.

Great environmental friendly wind turbines….

� pic.twitter.com/8UFUH7oMUy (https://t.co/8UFUH7oMUy)

— Francois Loi (@FrancoisLoi) 

February 6, 2020

(https://twitter.com/FrancoisLoi/status/1225224460103540737?

ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

That’s a lot of blades …

Because of their heavyset construction, which is designed to withstand hurricane-force

winds, wind turbine blades “can’t easily be crushed, recycled or repurposed.”

“That’s created an urgent search for alternatives in places that lack wide-open prairies.

In the U.S., they go to the handful of land�lls that accept them, in Lake Mills, Iowa; Sioux

Falls, South Dakota; and Casper, where they will be interred in stacks that reach 30 feet
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under,” Bloomberg noted.

According to Bob Cappadona of Veolia Environnement SA, a resource management

group based out of Paris, chances are these blades will remain “there, ultimately,

forever.”

“The last thing we want to do is create even more environmental challenges,” he added.

Yet that’s exactly what the increased use of wind energy has engendered.

The good news is that groups like Veolia are working tirelessly to develop methods for

essentially recycling wind turbine blades. Whether or not this is enough good news to

justify the continued building of wind turbines remains for the people to decide.

That said, there’s a lot of bad news regarding wind turbines, besides for the fact that

their blades will continue �lling up land�lls for the time being.

“Wind turbines kill an estimated 140,000 to 328,000 birds each year in North America,

making it the most threatening form of green energy,” the National Audubon Society 

notes (https://www.audubon.org/news/will-wind-turbines-ever-be-safe-birds).

Audubon is one of the oldest environmental non-pro�ts in the world dedicated to the

conservation of birds and other wildlife.

Yet when the president 

spoke in December about (https://www.bizpacreview.com/2019/12/23/trump-seems-to-

know-a-lot-about-windmills-and-he-just-made-an-excellent-case-against-them-

867614)

“the number of eagles being killed by the wind turbines,” he was mocked for it by left-

wing elites:
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In an unhinged rant, Trump lashed out at wind power farms in a speech

Saturday, claiming that the production of windmills could produce “fumes

spewing into the air” and endanger birds, including bald eagles. 

#MoronPresident (https://twitter.com/hashtag/MoronPresident?

src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

https://t.co/iA4qDAkZ6c (https://t.co/iA4qDAkZ6c)

— Democratic Coalition (@TheDemCoalition) 

December 23, 2019

(https://twitter.com/TheDemCoalition/status/1209074159696912384?

ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw)

While a critic of all forms of “renewable” energy, the president has made it clear he’s a

supporter of nuclear energy, which some allege is the true future of energy policy in

America and the rest of the globe.

In 2018, he signed the Nuclear Energy Innovation Capabilities Act, which was designed

“to speed up the development of advanced reactors in the U.S. by eliminating several of

the �nancial and technological barriers standing in the way of nuclear innovation,” as

reported at the time by 

Greentech Media (https://www.greentechmedia.com/articles/read/trump-signs-

legislation-to-promote-advanced-nuclear-technology)

, a subsidiary of Wood Mackenzie.

But according to left-wing elites, this too — just like Trump’s assertions about wind

power — was bad, because nuclear power is itself bad.

“Personally I am against nuclear power,” left-wing elite Greta Thunberg, the infamous

climate change activist made famous for ranting about climate change when she hasn’t

even made it through secondary school yet, said last year.
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She added though that she’d allow it to play “a small part” in the future carbon-free

universe she envisions.

“[A]ccording to the IPCC [the United Nations Inter-governmental Panel on Climate

Change], it can be a small part of a very big new carbon free energy solution, especially

in countries and areas that lack the possibility of a full scale renewable energy supply –

even though it’s extremely dangerous, expensive and time consuming. But let’s leave

that debate until we start looking at the full picture,” she wrote on Facebook.

Like other notable climate change activists, she’s a staunch advocate of renewable

energy sources like wind and further believes all traditional energy procurement needs

to be halted immediately and replaced with their renewable counterparts.

The problem, according to environmental policy expert Michael Shellenberger, who was

named as one of Time magazine’s “Heroes of the Environment” back in 2008, is that

renewable energy forms like wind can’t possibly power all of society.

On Friday March 15th 2019 well over 1,5 million students school striked for
the climate in 2083 places in 125 countries on all continents.
The favorite argument here in Sweden (and everywhere else…) is that it
doesn’t matter what we do because we are all too small to make a
difference. Friday’s manifestation was the biggest day of global climate
action ever, according to 350.org. It happened because a few schoolchildren
from small countries like Sweden, Belgium and Switzerlan... See More

14K 1K 6.5K

Greta ThunbergGreta Thunberg
about 11 months agoabout 11 months ago

NVEnergyLLC Ground Mount Solar

Visit Site

Ad

nvenergyllc.solar

×

https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/photos/a.733630957004727/793436521024170/?type=3
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F350.org%2F&h=AT0qL9Kke_1sqGjrFs297nRZF45Q3z5vMuRN1WVE5snrR7RBN4aVkiq923VUScEygB6De6xAlOj34MomtxgfgKBXRlWPSp_T9FLPEQF8OmhS9AP1GgeHjp0XZDY69aoHwvWUWqi3s-E
https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/posts/793441724356983
https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/posts/793441724356983
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgretathunbergsweden%2Fposts%2F793441724356983&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=post
https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/posts/793441724356983
https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/
https://www.facebook.com/gretathunbergsweden/posts/793441724356983
https://proper.io/?from=sticky
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuyiSAYE9Xtv2II_XnASyhL24D_yQm5lbuYud0_QKwI23ARABINjqtiBgyd7yiISkgBGgAcyL6ZADyAEB4AIAqAMByAObBKoEygJP0LS_k9qcI1fhW14XneWxh95MRvb8iKlTM1oUq9lcT7hS9FvrwmmP33Yoy_1H7xlgidJqQ6c6lTr8iJ8lYhBL5WyM6inyzOiV6c9DaYT4xkT90xme_thR16ypMmmmibBAe0qMWxhVsw2KpsXV5N23sTY-4hfW1JihFAZsFUT6fpkN7bh6QYvOmOr5L8UYMyObTO7SODgChaa2OVda5XSW4LNyPeDZU2qQ0YRbMWq3J9n2cWo6yIxtdXzoYjz8TDNykqww2bIR1DY-Vcrvzr_z8TsMaRr-JjAnIOUjmNO2Br7upUaPD5i2aMGYIgNorm64i_jOEgY8ywopJ9xChCm4QYoJuprg9q8HKA3NAJkZlUjxVZuMbnqiqd0xcfBY4RHe99RocRmfs9ntnsoKLc2LwVro0d2F7--c0qi4z9m0iyZQNR7czrZcECbABO3LtqKWAuAEAaAGUYAHnPSWb6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tMTE3OTU1MTQ4NzMzNDUyOLEJX92iUJGtP3iACgOKChlodHRwOi8vbnZlbmVyZ3lsbGMuc29sYXIvyAsBohNACjkIA0ABUggKBhIECAEQAWiQnNCZOHIjEiEgAigBOAJA-6uHlhhYAWj-__________8BcAKAAQGYAQMaAwoBMNgTCg&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoksWzfvXI0Iq3f_quqnzazg&sig=AOD64_1jv4Erqqb959jNnvyyPefLCArivw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=9&adurl=https://nvenergyllc.solar/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIm_vmzd-_5wIVjyuHCh0yQg_3EAEYASAAEgKptfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuyiSAYE9Xtv2II_XnASyhL24D_yQm5lbuYud0_QKwI23ARABINjqtiBgyd7yiISkgBGgAcyL6ZADyAEB4AIAqAMByAObBKoEygJP0LS_k9qcI1fhW14XneWxh95MRvb8iKlTM1oUq9lcT7hS9FvrwmmP33Yoy_1H7xlgidJqQ6c6lTr8iJ8lYhBL5WyM6inyzOiV6c9DaYT4xkT90xme_thR16ypMmmmibBAe0qMWxhVsw2KpsXV5N23sTY-4hfW1JihFAZsFUT6fpkN7bh6QYvOmOr5L8UYMyObTO7SODgChaa2OVda5XSW4LNyPeDZU2qQ0YRbMWq3J9n2cWo6yIxtdXzoYjz8TDNykqww2bIR1DY-Vcrvzr_z8TsMaRr-JjAnIOUjmNO2Br7upUaPD5i2aMGYIgNorm64i_jOEgY8ywopJ9xChCm4QYoJuprg9q8HKA3NAJkZlUjxVZuMbnqiqd0xcfBY4RHe99RocRmfs9ntnsoKLc2LwVro0d2F7--c0qi4z9m0iyZQNR7czrZcECbABO3LtqKWAuAEAaAGUYAHnPSWb6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tMTE3OTU1MTQ4NzMzNDUyOLEJX92iUJGtP3iACgOKChlodHRwOi8vbnZlbmVyZ3lsbGMuc29sYXIvyAsBohNACjkIA0ABUggKBhIECAEQAWiQnNCZOHIjEiEgAigBOAJA-6uHlhhYAWj-__________8BcAKAAQGYAQMaAwoBMNgTCg&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoksWzfvXI0Iq3f_quqnzazg&sig=AOD64_1jv4Erqqb959jNnvyyPefLCArivw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=0&adurl=https://nvenergyllc.solar/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIm_vmzd-_5wIVjyuHCh0yQg_3EAEYASAAEgKptfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuyiSAYE9Xtv2II_XnASyhL24D_yQm5lbuYud0_QKwI23ARABINjqtiBgyd7yiISkgBGgAcyL6ZADyAEB4AIAqAMByAObBKoEygJP0LS_k9qcI1fhW14XneWxh95MRvb8iKlTM1oUq9lcT7hS9FvrwmmP33Yoy_1H7xlgidJqQ6c6lTr8iJ8lYhBL5WyM6inyzOiV6c9DaYT4xkT90xme_thR16ypMmmmibBAe0qMWxhVsw2KpsXV5N23sTY-4hfW1JihFAZsFUT6fpkN7bh6QYvOmOr5L8UYMyObTO7SODgChaa2OVda5XSW4LNyPeDZU2qQ0YRbMWq3J9n2cWo6yIxtdXzoYjz8TDNykqww2bIR1DY-Vcrvzr_z8TsMaRr-JjAnIOUjmNO2Br7upUaPD5i2aMGYIgNorm64i_jOEgY8ywopJ9xChCm4QYoJuprg9q8HKA3NAJkZlUjxVZuMbnqiqd0xcfBY4RHe99RocRmfs9ntnsoKLc2LwVro0d2F7--c0qi4z9m0iyZQNR7czrZcECbABO3LtqKWAuAEAaAGUYAHnPSWb6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tMTE3OTU1MTQ4NzMzNDUyOLEJX92iUJGtP3iACgOKChlodHRwOi8vbnZlbmVyZ3lsbGMuc29sYXIvyAsBohNACjkIA0ABUggKBhIECAEQAWiQnNCZOHIjEiEgAigBOAJA-6uHlhhYAWj-__________8BcAKAAQGYAQMaAwoBMNgTCg&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoksWzfvXI0Iq3f_quqnzazg&sig=AOD64_1jv4Erqqb959jNnvyyPefLCArivw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=8&adurl=https://nvenergyllc.solar/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIm_vmzd-_5wIVjyuHCh0yQg_3EAEYASAAEgKptfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuyiSAYE9Xtv2II_XnASyhL24D_yQm5lbuYud0_QKwI23ARABINjqtiBgyd7yiISkgBGgAcyL6ZADyAEB4AIAqAMByAObBKoEygJP0LS_k9qcI1fhW14XneWxh95MRvb8iKlTM1oUq9lcT7hS9FvrwmmP33Yoy_1H7xlgidJqQ6c6lTr8iJ8lYhBL5WyM6inyzOiV6c9DaYT4xkT90xme_thR16ypMmmmibBAe0qMWxhVsw2KpsXV5N23sTY-4hfW1JihFAZsFUT6fpkN7bh6QYvOmOr5L8UYMyObTO7SODgChaa2OVda5XSW4LNyPeDZU2qQ0YRbMWq3J9n2cWo6yIxtdXzoYjz8TDNykqww2bIR1DY-Vcrvzr_z8TsMaRr-JjAnIOUjmNO2Br7upUaPD5i2aMGYIgNorm64i_jOEgY8ywopJ9xChCm4QYoJuprg9q8HKA3NAJkZlUjxVZuMbnqiqd0xcfBY4RHe99RocRmfs9ntnsoKLc2LwVro0d2F7--c0qi4z9m0iyZQNR7czrZcECbABO3LtqKWAuAEAaAGUYAHnPSWb6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tMTE3OTU1MTQ4NzMzNDUyOLEJX92iUJGtP3iACgOKChlodHRwOi8vbnZlbmVyZ3lsbGMuc29sYXIvyAsBohNACjkIA0ABUggKBhIECAEQAWiQnNCZOHIjEiEgAigBOAJA-6uHlhhYAWj-__________8BcAKAAQGYAQMaAwoBMNgTCg&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoksWzfvXI0Iq3f_quqnzazg&sig=AOD64_1jv4Erqqb959jNnvyyPefLCArivw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=8&adurl=https://nvenergyllc.solar/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIm_vmzd-_5wIVjyuHCh0yQg_3EAEYASAAEgKptfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuyiSAYE9Xtv2II_XnASyhL24D_yQm5lbuYud0_QKwI23ARABINjqtiBgyd7yiISkgBGgAcyL6ZADyAEB4AIAqAMByAObBKoEygJP0LS_k9qcI1fhW14XneWxh95MRvb8iKlTM1oUq9lcT7hS9FvrwmmP33Yoy_1H7xlgidJqQ6c6lTr8iJ8lYhBL5WyM6inyzOiV6c9DaYT4xkT90xme_thR16ypMmmmibBAe0qMWxhVsw2KpsXV5N23sTY-4hfW1JihFAZsFUT6fpkN7bh6QYvOmOr5L8UYMyObTO7SODgChaa2OVda5XSW4LNyPeDZU2qQ0YRbMWq3J9n2cWo6yIxtdXzoYjz8TDNykqww2bIR1DY-Vcrvzr_z8TsMaRr-JjAnIOUjmNO2Br7upUaPD5i2aMGYIgNorm64i_jOEgY8ywopJ9xChCm4QYoJuprg9q8HKA3NAJkZlUjxVZuMbnqiqd0xcfBY4RHe99RocRmfs9ntnsoKLc2LwVro0d2F7--c0qi4z9m0iyZQNR7czrZcECbABO3LtqKWAuAEAaAGUYAHnPSWb6gHjs4bqAfVyRuoB5PYG6gHugaoB_LZG6gHpr4bqAfs1RuoB_PRG6gH7NUb2AcB0ggHCIBhEAEYHfIIG2FkeC1zdWJzeW4tMTE3OTU1MTQ4NzMzNDUyOLEJX92iUJGtP3iACgOKChlodHRwOi8vbnZlbmVyZ3lsbGMuc29sYXIvyAsBohNACjkIA0ABUggKBhIECAEQAWiQnNCZOHIjEiEgAigBOAJA-6uHlhhYAWj-__________8BcAKAAQGYAQMaAwoBMNgTCg&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoksWzfvXI0Iq3f_quqnzazg&sig=AOD64_1jv4Erqqb959jNnvyyPefLCArivw&client=ca-pub-6897902191714833&nb=1&adurl=https://nvenergyllc.solar/%3Fgclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIm_vmzd-_5wIVjyuHCh0yQg_3EAEYASAAEgKptfD_BwE


2/7/2020 Massive wind turbine blades are piling up in landfills because there’s no way to recycle, report finds

https://www.bizpacreview.com/2020/02/06/massive-wind-turbine-blades-are-piling-up-in-landfills-because-theres-no-way-to-recycle-report-finds-883828 6/11

“The reason renewables can’t power modern civilization is because they were never

meant to,” he bluntly 

stated (https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaelshellenberger/2019/05/06/the-reason-

renewables-cant-power-modern-civilization-is-because-they-were-never-meant-to/)

in a column last year.

Plus, they use up an abundance of resources.

“[N]o amount of marketing could change the poor physics of resource-intensive and

land-intensive renewables,” he wrote. “Solar farms take 450 times more land than

nuclear plants, and wind farms take 700 times more land than natural gas wells, to

produce the same amount of energy.”

Like Trump, he too is a proponent of nuclear energy.
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